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Guiding Note to the Scale of Rates (SOR) Template for Major Ports 

 
 

The objective of this guiding note is to provide guidance framework to Major Ports 
while framing the Scale of Rates for the Major Ports based on the SOR Template 
(to be ) issued by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.  The following key 
points may be considered by the Major Ports points while framing their Scale of 
Rates as per the SOR Template. 
 
(i).  Dissimilarity prevails in the services provided by the ports and some of the 

tariff items and conditionalities are port specific as per the existing Scale of 
Rates.  Hence, ports during the work shop held in JNPA have requested that 
flexibility should be available to Major Ports to prescribe tariff and conditions 
for Port specific services, based on the local port condition and market 
dynamics 

 
That being so, a guiding note is given at the end of each Chapter in the SOR 
Template giving flexibility to port to include any other port specific general 
terms and conditions in their SOR which are not covered in the Template.  

 
(ii). Port charges, if any, governed by any agreement/ contract/ MOU entered 

between the port and the concerned parties may be included while framing 
the SOR. A guiding note to this effect is also included in the SOR template 
in the end of each Chapter. 

 
(iii). This SOR template is for Major Ports and service provider authorised by the 

ports other than PPP concessionaires. PPP Concessionaires will continue to 
be governed by the applicable Tariff Guidelines. 

 
(iv). The Template prescribed for pilotage fee (3 slabs) is as per clause 10 of the 

Tariff Guidelines, 2021 flowing from Tariff Guidelines, 2005.  The SOR of all 
the Major Ports [except CHPA and VOCPA] is in line with the said Template.  
Hence, the port may consider to align with the Template. The port may, if 
required, do it in a phased manner after taking into consideration the port 
local conditions and protecting the port revenue.  

 
(v). There was general consensus during the Workshop for the berth hire 

template based on vessel type.  The suggestion made during the Workshop 
by 2 ports to include berth numbers as well in the template for berth hire 
Schedule.  This was examined.  Including Berth Number along with type of 
vessel could lead to difficulty in implementation of Berth Hire Charges by the 
port.  Hence, the final SOR template gives Berth Hire based on Vessel type.  
The ports where berth hire is linked to berth number may consider to recast 
the berth hire schedule as per the Model SOR Template for uniformity across 
all ports.  

 
(vi).  As regards Cruise Vessel, the template given in the Model SOR is based on 

the MOPSW directions of July 2024.  The Ports shall be governed by the 
Government instructions/ directions in this regard while framing their SOR. 
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The template may have to be suitably refined by the port to fall in line with 
the directions of the MOPSW on Cruise vessel tariff. 

 
(vii). The Tariff Guidelines, 2021 stipulates prescription of wharfage rate on per 

unit basis instead of ad valorem. The unit of levy for all cargo items except 
Project cargo, machinery, wind mill blades is prescribed on metric tonne 
basis. As regards the vehicle, in the SOR of most of the Major Ports except 
MBPA and CHPA, the unit of levy is on per vehicle basis. However, during 
the deliberations in the Workshop, it was stressed upon by MBPA and CHPA 
(who handle considerable quantity of vehicles) that prescription of unit based 
wharfage rate on vehicles deprives the port of substantial income from the 
handling of high end valued cars and that prescription of advalorem based 
wharfage charge on vehicles is ideal. Even, the SOR of non-Major Port like 
Krishnapatnam which handles significant quantum of vehicles, also 
prescribes advalorem based wharfage rate on vehicles. Hence, the revised 
SOR Template has been modified so as to prescribe advalorem based 
wharfage rates on Vehicles. 

 
Further, the ports have been given flexibility to prescribe separate wharfage 
rate for import and export as well as for different categories of vehicle for 
which Template is given. 

 
(viii).  During the work shop, a point was raised about non-availability of specific 

classification in the custom code for “Thermal coal”, leading to concern for 
the port in application of coastal concession for non-coking coal/ steaming 
coal being used for thermal power generation.  The port had sought for better 
nomenclature for deciding which Coal is eligible for coastal concession. This 
coastal concession policy was issued by the MOPSW. Hence, TAMP has 
referred the matter to the MOPSW. 

 
(ix). As regards License Fee for Storage of cargo, the existing SOR for most of 

the major ports prescribes License Fee (Storage charge) for Storage of 
cargo in the general SOR. There are a few major ports who fix Storage 
charges (License fee) for cargo storage under Land Policy Guidelines. Since, 
cargo storage is ancillary service to the cargo handling activity, the template 
for License Fee (Storage charge) for storage of cargo is included in the port 
general SOR. The ports who determine Storage charges (License fee) under 
Land Policy Guidelines may include the tariff in the General SOR as well as 
per the broad template given in the Model SOR.  

 
 (x). The SOR templates gives broad structure/ template for prescription of 

Miscellaneous Charges commonly provided by the port. There are a few 
ports having dry docking facilities, fishing harbor facility, etc.  Miscellaneous 
facilities provided by the port are not uniform and differ from port to port. 
Hence, a uniform template for all miscellaneous services could not be drawn.  
The Port have the flexibility to prescribe any other Port specific charges, 
along with conditionalities governing application of the charges.  
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(xi). Only one port is providing CFS facility. The Model SOR template provides 
the port the flexibility to include the port specific tariff and conditions in the 
SOR.  

 
(xii). Chapter VI relates to charges by authorized service providers (other than 

BOT) Template is given for HMC charges which is mainly authorised by 
ports. The other services authorised by the port may vary from port to port 
and hence, cannot be standardized. Flexibility is given to the Port to 
incorporate rates for authorized service providers which are relating to the 
port along with conditions. 

 
(xiii).  A separate chapter is included in the Model SOR Template for Port Railway 

charges allowing the port present the Railway charges approved by the 
Railway Board in its SOR. 

 
******* 


